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the owner of any property whatever." Another provision of tlio constitution was that it could not be amended until after the year 1864, and even then no alteration should "bo made to affect the rights of property in the ownership of slaves."
The election was to bo held on December 21, 1857. The people might vote for the "constitution with slavery" or the "constitution with no slavery." In either event, by the express terms of the constitution, slavery was established for a time in Kansas and the doctrine of the Drcd Scott case was to be embodied in our laws. No opportunity was offered to the people to vole against the constitution.
It is diflicult to characterize in propor terms the infamy of these proceedings. The l(1ree Slate party would take no part, in the proposed election on December 21, and it resulted, for the constitution with slavery, G,22fi votes, of which 2,720 were proven to be fraudulent; for the constitution without slavery, 589. Governor Walker promptly denounced the outrage. He said: "1 consider such a submission of .the question a vile fraud, a base counterfeit, and a wretched device to prevent the people voting oven on the slavery question." "1 will not support it," he continued, "but I will denounce it, no matter whether the administration sustains it or not."
Mr. Buchanan supported the scheme after the constitution had been adopted by the convention. The elections in the fall preceding were favorablo to the Democrats, and Mr. Buchanan was naturally encouraged to hope that his party had regained popular ascendancy, but the Locompton juggle created a profound impression in the north, and divided the Democratic party to a greater extent than did the Kansas-Nebraska bill, especially in the northwest and in Ohio, where the feeling of resentment was almost universal. Mr. Douglas, the great leader for the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, took immediate ground against the pro-slavery plan, and protested to the President against it. An open broach occurred between them.
Whon Congress assembled, the Lecompton scheme became the supremo subject for debate. Mr. Douglas assumed at once the leadership of tho opposition to that measure. He said: "Upi.i|ii<)pll K.l.Hls'll.llU ,I1II.).1|\.) tM||  M|  Mill)
